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told him that his action was most improper. Northington's
words only served to confirm George in the view which in the
interval he himself had formed—that he had been duped; and
when he saw Grenville he told him so plainly. Grenville himself
has left an account of this interview. The King was extremely
distressed, and he spoke with great emotion. What would
happen if the Opposition in the House of Commons carried a
motion against the Government's proposal? Grenville tried to
escape responsibility by laying all the blame on Halifax and
Sandwich. His defence was not convincing. When he left the
King was in tears.
The King's fears were realized when after the introduction of
the Bill in the Commons the Member for Abingdon [Morton,
who was Chief Justice of Chester] moved that the Dowager-
Princess be declared eligible for employment under a Regency.
He was ably supported by a number of the friends of the Dowager-
Princess, and in the teeth of a Government opposition, which
naturally could not extend itself on such a personal matter, the
motion was carried, some of the Opposition voting for it and
others leaving the House before the question was put. Grenville
and his friends had failed to realize that their own unpopularity
in the country had secured a signal triumph for the Bang's mother.
And in the House of Lords Halifax, * making the most abject
and contemptible figure one can imagine,9 was compelled to eat
his own words in asking the Lords to put back the name of the
King's mother into the Regency Bill.
While the Regency Bill was before Parliament the King was
once again able to give a display of that personal courage and
royal graciousness which never failed to win the admiration of
his subjects. A bill to improve the lot of the weavers of Spital-
fields, who had suffered grievously from foreign competition,
was rejected by the Lords, chiefly thorough the opposition of
Bedford. The Commons, however, had passed the measure;
and once the news got round that the Lords had thrown out the
Bill the poor weavers thronged to Westminster in person to state
their grievances. Their wretched condition made it impossible
for them to put a curb on their passions. There were ugly scenes
in the neighbourhood of Westminster; and many of the Lords
were subjected to violence at their hands. Bedford, in particular,
was the object of their hate: they swarmed around his magnificent
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